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ABSTRACT: Humans around the world have shown a remarkable propensity to ferment available
sugar sources into alcoholic beverages. These drinks have significantly contributed to cultural innovation
and development, including agricultural and horticultural skills to harness natural resources, technologies
to produce beverages and to make special vessels to serve, drink and present them ceremonially, and their

incorporation into feasting and other activities, Molecular archaeological analyses of a range of pottery

‘forms from the Liangchengzhen site, China, illustrate how contemporaneous chemical data, in conjunc-

tion with intensive archaeological and botanical recovery methods, enable the reconstruction of prehis-
toric beverages and their cultural significance. During the middle Longshan period (ca. 2400—2200 BC),
a mixed fermented beverage of rice, honey and fruit (probably hawthorn fruit or grape) was presented as

grave offerings and consumed by residents in the regional center.
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ABSTRACT: After the discovery of House F105, which is 204 sq m in
semi—subterranean House F106 was exposed at the Xipo site, Lingbao, Hena
m in floor area, is rectangular in shape. In the middle of its north wall is a ¢
walls of its subterranean part are built of rammed earth, pasted with fine cla
The floor, with a total thickness of 25.5 cm, consists of seven sub-layers of fir
41 in the walls and

painted red on the surface. 45 postholes were found
traces indicate the existence of rammed earth outer walls in the periphery of
of F106 is very important to a better understanding of architectural technique:
(ca. 6000 BC - ca. 5500 BC) .
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